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Growing Up Sooty

onathan Cross and his brother
and sister "sweeps” have lived a
happy, privileged life in sharp
contrast to that of the abused, ill-
fed and ill-housed climbing boys
of 17th century England.

Jon started his own chimney sweep
days at the age of 9 months in a back-
pack, just going along for the ride
with his mother as she trekked door-
to-door, delivering flyers for the
family’s Chim Chimney Sweeps
company in Media, Pennsylvania.

All three children dressed up as
sweeps and, with sooty faces, posed
for many a photo their mom set up to
publicize the business. They espe-
cially liked to be part of the act when
she talked to a class at school.

Jon remembers helping her present
the history of sweeping to his own
third grade class. There was a picture
in their history book of a climbing
boy, so they started with that and
contrasted sweeps in that era to the
modern-day, high-tech professional.
They included a Chim-Scan video
presentation, passed around chunks
of creosote and baggies containing
birds’ nests, squirrel tails, dead bats
and other interesting things his
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By Jay Hensley

As far back as they can remember,

the three Cross offspring in Media,

Pennsylvania were a working part
of their family's chimney sweep
company. . . and they loved it!

A photo from the early 1980's: Dan and Jayne Cross
with son Jonathan, left, and daughter Jamie.
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parents, Jayne and Dan Cross, had
found in clumne_\'

The Cross children have grown
up involved in a wide variety of
business chores and activities--
from marching in parades to wash-
ing trucks inside and out, garage
clean-up, working on the inventory
and helping with customer mail-
ings. Jamie is 18 now, Jonathan is
16 and Benjamin is 13.

"
If we hadn't involved them, we
wouldn't be the close family we are

today,” Jayne told SNEWS. "We
had to make it fun, because chim-
ney sweeping was so much of our
lives that we were all in it together.
For many years it seemed as if
that's all we did! They saw how
hard we worked and they've al-
ways been willing to help out.

"As a family we've gone through
some really difficult times, and
some very lean times, but all that
hard work is paying off. This busi-
ness has really been good to us.”

Jayne and Dan started their Chim
Chimney Sweeps parinership in
May of 1980. That first year, the
two of them did the chimney clean-
ing and everything else. The
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EDITOR’'S
CORNER

U U hen you read Genevieve Bures
statements concerning chimney fire
damage to stainless steel liners. keep in
mind the fact that she is not operating on
theory and lab tests. She is out in the
Real World investigating fires. down in the
trenches with sweeps who are being sued
and have come to her for advice and help.

Since she has taken her position on the
replacement of metal flues after a chim-
ney fire. she has heard from countless
sweeps. who tell her their horror stories,
describing what they have found in the
course of their day-to-day experience ser-
vicing the nation’s chimneys.

Speaking to sweeps at the recent
Golden State Chimney Sweep Guild
convention. Genny showed 80 slides of
damaged chimneys in the aftermath of
house fires she had investigated. It was
awesome.

She knows what she is talking about.
She helped the Georgia sweeps prepare
their materials and presentation in sup-
port of the controversial code change
mandating replacement of metal flues
that have suffered a chimney fire. The
code proposal they fought so hard for
and managed to get adopted in Georgia
last year was neither "poorly conceived”
nor ‘unjustified” as the NCSG flver
circulated at the October 29 meeting in
Birmingham claimed. It was, according to
Genevieve, well researched and well
documented.

Residential fire statistics in the south-
ern states are alarming. particularly
among older houses in rural and low-
income areas. Georgia fire officials went
to the state chimney sweep organization
for advice. then worked with them to edu-
cate consumers on chimney safety and to
inject stringent metal chimney safety pre-
(‘autions into Southern building codes.

tandard housing c proposal
passcd in Gcorgia last year is identical to
the 1 propusal (EB1)
defeated at the October 29th SBCCI meet-
ing in Birmingham. The standard
housing code change is still in effect in
some areas and cannot be reassessed
and/or repealed until the next revision
cycle rolls around.

Genevieve suggests that sweeps docu-
ment what they are finding in the field.
Take notes. take pictures. and file them
where you can find them when you need
them. This controversy is not going away.

Genevieve has seen too many sweeps
quietly go out of business. . .Good sweeps

. .Commitied sweeps. Nobody wants to
broadcast to the world that he or she has
been sued. . .Sweeps. take care.--Jh
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By the time he was three, Jon had his very own top hat and was posmg

for pictures with his dad. Below, a more recent father-and-son photo.

second and third year, they hired two
helpers. By the fifth vear, they had three
sweep trucks, one duct truck and were
doing a few relinings. At that time they
had four full-time sweeps and four part-
time helpers.

In 1989 they incorporated, henceforth
going by the name of D. ]. Cross, Inc.,
Chim Chimney Sweeps. And in 1991

they took a giant step, buying a building
to house their office, store their inventory
and park the trucks.

They added a second duct-cleaning
truck in 1992, hired a full-time secretary
and two part-time women to assist her.
They now had three sweeping vehicles,
one relining truck and two duct trucks.

Since that time Dan has been concen-
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Jon’s favorite instructor? "Pete Luter,
definitely!” he said.

The three separate sessions were
held, as usual, at the University of
Maryland in Baltimore County, with
students housed in a dormitory there.

This was the fifth summer for the
school, a dream come true for North
Carolina’s Pete Luter. When he
served as NCSG president, one firm
resolve he brought with him to the
job, and made good on, was the estab-
lishment of a school for sweeps.

This year's 55 students came from all over the
country, but mostly from the East Coast and the
Midwest. There were two sweeps there from
Washington state and five from California.

But the sweeps who traveled the farthest were
from Sweden--Lars-Gunnar Borjesson and his
son André. Lars-Gunnar is vice-president of
the European Chimney Sweeps Federation
(ESCHFO), which paid his expenses, and is also
president of the Swedish Guild. He came as an

its excellent and very thorough train-
ing program for chimney sweeps.

They brought with them a 12-inch
porcelain chimney sweep figurine to
present to the student who scored
highest on the optional Certification
Exam given at the end of the intense
week of classes and hands-on training.

There was a four-way tie: Vince Di
Crisci (Virginia), Jeff Epperson and
John Smith (Florida) and Peter Smith
(California) all made a 97. Jeff won a
random drawing to determine the
winner and took home the prize.

The pass rate was around 85 percent
for sweeps from all three sessions. In
addition to Pete, the instructors were
veteran sweeps Ashley Eldridge, Jim
Brewer and Don Leavitt. -Jh

p. 5, November 1996 SNEWS



